The United Natiens Cenventien en
the Rights ef the Child (UNCRC)

[n this edition of our newsletter,
we explore UNCRC Article 25 -

Original wording: http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx

(What does it mean?)

1

make sure the plan meets your needs now and as things change for you in your life. This review
[ should include looking at where you live, and who is involved in providing service & care to you.

While you are in care, you also have the right to regular contact with your assigned social worker.
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opening exce

SRCHERT i ROEOR,

If you are a child or youth in care, it
is your right to have your care plan
assessed and checked on a regular basis.

Your care and treatment is important and
all decisions made about you should be in
your best interests. Your care plan should be
discussed with you and you have the right
to voice your opinion about decisions that
affect you. Adults making those decisions
have the obligation to listen to your opinions
and seriously consider them as they decide
what kind of support you might need.

If child welfare is involved in your family,
the agency must — along with you and your
family - develop a plan for the agency’s
involvement and ensure that you and your
amily understand what is included in the plan.

BEST INTERESTS?I?

You may hear the phrase a lot when you are
involved with the child welfare system. It is an important
idea and one you should understand.

means that any decisions that are made about you must be
made only after looking at all the options and how each
might affect you. Your social worker must always consider
what options would be best when planning for you.

You have the right to be involved in the planning process
and should be given regular opportunities to speak with
your worker. You can ask questions such as why certain
decisions were made, or what the goals of the plan are or
any other questions you may have.

It is also important that you express your opinion about
what you would like to see happen. It may not always be

possible to do everything you would like but your opinion ¥

must be considered. Your social worker should be in regular

contact with you to ensure that you are doing okay and that g %
the plans are still working for you. It is important that you "

feel your worker is listening to you and including you in :

the decisions that are made about you. / ——
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Agencies are required to meet minimum standards
of servicewheninvolved in a family. Those standards
are available online here: http://www.gov.mb.ca/fs/
cfsmanual/index.html Section 1.1.3 Planning
describesthethreetypesofplansthatmayberequired
if a child welfare agency is involved in your family:

Service Plan - describes what supports or services
the agency will help your family or parent activate
to improve your home situation. This might include
things like counselling, emergency assistance, and other
family supports. An active service plan is required
whenever an agency is involved with a family.

Safety Plan - addresses what specific things have to
happen if an agency identifies any immediate risk to
a child. A safety plan is required when there are
child protection concerns related to not taking
a child into care or returning a child from care.

Care Plan - details how an agency will take care of you
if you have been taken into care. The plan should include
things like your rights to contact with family, connection
to your culture, where you will live, and more.

A care plan is required for every child in

care in Manitoba. /\
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- Immortal Technigue—Caught in a Hustle
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DIDYAKNOW??

In September 2013, we released a set of 42 posters we commissioned,
which interpret the 42 articles of the UNCRC. The project was a
partnership between our colleagues in the BC and Ontario child & youth
advocate offices, as well as with the Canadian Museum of Human Rights.
We worked alongside The Healthy Aboriginal organization, which
coordinated Aboriginal artists across Canada to create the 42 interpretations
with a focus on Aboriginal children and youth.

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

Article 26

If you live i care, you have the
right to have regular contact with
your social worker,

Provincial Advocate Childre
for Children & Youth “'¢re
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|
Manitoba Children’s Advocate,

Darlene MacDonald, answers questions
from youth on collaborative care plans.




WORD SEARCH! #WaviIluldaaventures
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We recently added another member to our outreach and
education Tedm!mWis a super fun, happy,
energetic guy who loves promoting the rights of children and
youth. We recently caught up with The Wy);Guy to get to
know him a little bit better... g &
Full name? The Wavy Guy
Likes? High-fives, smiling contests ;
Dislikes? Mosquito bites, and when =%
adults forget to listen to kids
Fave Food? It’s hard to decide -
they all make me pretty messy

Fave hair product? Foam!

CASEPLAN - COLLABORATE -
CONTACT - RESPECT - REVIEW Favourite Holiday? November
- RIGHTS - TRUST - UNCRC - 20th! That's the anniversary of the UNCRC coming into effect!

WAVY GUY Best dance move? Ooh, that’s a hard one. Probably the

running man - it spans the generations and | don’t usually fall

Dog or cat? Military makaw!

down.

Three things to have if stranded on a desert island? I'm not

We are hosting a

for the Santa Claus Parade on sure - I'd rather be stranded on a dessert island. Then I'd eat

cake.

in front of our office! Join us for super
fun games, dance performances, music to
warm your soul, and an appearance by our

loveable mascot, The Wavy Guy! Then
stay as the parade begins to roll through
Downtown at 5pm!
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100-346 Portage Ave Winnipeg, MB R3C 0OC3
(204) 288-7440 or 1-800-263-7146 toll free in Manitoba
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